do the biochemical aspects of immunology, which make no appearance. Two other surprising omissions are the role of fructose 2,6-bisphosphate in controlling glycolysis and gluconeogenesis and the receptor-linked metabolism of the phosphoinositides.
A competent review which adds to the previous four volumes prepared by Dr Forsling. In this volume, as in the previous ones, there is excellent coverage of material and unbiased presentation of information. There is a wealth of important references concerning not only the more conventional aspects of release, actions and metabolism of antidiuretic hormone but also the more recent concepts such as the possible role of the hormone as a neurotransmitter, or even as having an effect on memory. The final chapters on the fetal neurohypophysis and clinical aspects of the hormone are of importance. To indicate omissions or the failure to emphasize important renal actions of the hormone in this volume is perhaps unjustified since these have been dealt with in the earlier volumes.
The five volumes represent a major contribution to our understanding of the physiology and pharmacology of antidiuretic hormone. The scientific and clinical research worker will find each volume of assistance in his work. It is a pity that this volume is the final one to be produced. JOHN School of Medicine from 1959 to 1983. The contributions are diverse in subject and style. The only special emphasisproper to the occasionis the inclusion of three papers related to the liver and biliary tract. Dame Sheila herself starts off with the prevention and treatment of hepatitis type B, and is followed by essays on the role of the liver in the pharmacokinetics of antibiotics, and on the still vexed subject of biliary tract infections. An interlude of basic science on the relation of cell membranes to human disease is followed by a masterly summary by Edward Kass of a generation of work on bacteriuria entitled 'Should bacteriuria be treated? an interpretive essay'. A sane and sensible review by Walton asks whether R-factors in animals are dangerous to man. Keeping the occasion in the family, Dr Geraint James gives a comprehensive review of infective granulomas. The last essay is on the ever present problem of respiratory infections, with emphasis on the newer work implicating Branhamella catarrhalis.
This book is in no senseand is not intended to bea systematic or comprehensive review of infectious diseases. For those interested in any or all of the subjects covered there is much to enjoy and to ponder. The discussions which follow each essay are well edited and to the point. This volume is the first of a serial publication purporting to present authoritative reviews of issues of immediate importance to physicians treating epilepsy. Mechanisms of anticonvulsant drug action in adults and the newborn, specific functions and applications of phenytoin, sodium valproate and carbamazepine, and the search for and evaluation of new anticonvulsants are covered in detail. Chapters are devoted to measurement of salivary drug concentration, infantile spasms and the use of anticonvulsants in newborns and infants. Further sections deal with biorhythmic modulation of epileptic events and telemetric EEG monitoring. The association and relationship of violence and epilepsy are critically reviewed and interictal behaviour and temporal lobe epilepsy discussed extensively.
The text is readable and digestible. Observations are backed up by an extensive bibliography and contain a great deal of interest and value to clinicians and researchers in the field. This is an excellent production with clear graphics and would be rewarding reading and reference for anyone involved in treating patients with epilepsy, or interested in the basic science encompassed. The editors' stated objectives are amply achieved and I look forward to volume 2. L S LANGE Consultant Neurologist Central Middlesex Hospital, London
